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      11th  -  12th Jan.  The Baptism of the Lord. 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage for the Canonisation 
of Blessed Carlo Acutis 

 

Coinciding with the Jubilee for Teenagers, during the 
Jubilee Year of Hope, the Diocese is travelling for the 

Canonisation of Blessed  Carlo Acutis 25th - 29th April. 
This pilgrimage incudes a day trip to Assisi, trips to the 

pilgrims’ sites of Rome and of course the Mass on                   
Sunday in St. Peter’s Square when Blessed Carlo will be 
declared the first 'Millennial Saint.' Bishop Denis will join 

us for the pilgrimage as well as Fr. David Vard.                          
Places are limited and can be booked through Marian 

Pilgrimages or forms, and itinerary can be collected in 
Portlaoise Parish Centre. 
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Emily Ellen Culhane, Boley,  R.I.P.  

 

 We pray for Emily Ellen Culhane, Boley, Abbeyleix who died      

suddenly after a short illness at Beaumount Hosp., on Mon. 

last. Emily is niece of Declan and Aisling Looby.   

Declan is vice-principal at Ballyfin National School.    

 

John McDermott, Trumera   R.I.P.                           

       We pray for John who died on Thurs. 9th Jan. John’s                

Funeral Mass will be celebrated in St. Fintan’s Church,               

Mountrath on this Sunday, 12th Jan. at 11.30 am – We keep and 

hold in our thoughts and prayers at this time, also, John’s 

wife, Christine and family and McDermott family at this very 

difficult time for them.  



 

 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

 

The Annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place 

from Sat. 18th to Sat. 25th Jan. This year of 2025, in addition 

to being a Jubilee Year based on the theme ‘Pilgrims of 

Hope’, is also the 1700th anniversary of the 1st Ecumenical 

Council of the Church, the Council of Nicaea, held in 325. That 

Council gave us the Nicene Creed which we profess on Sun-

days and other Solemnities. Fittingly, the theme for the Week 

of Prayer for Christian Unity this year is “Do you believe 

this?”, based on the Gospel of Jn. 11:17-27 and Martha’s con-

fession of faith to Jesus. 



 

Some 2025 Diary Dates 
St. Brigid’s Day    Sat. 1st Feb. 

Patron Saint of Kildare and Leighlin  

Our No. 1  -  Ireland’s No. 2  
 

Ash Wednesday     5th March  

Mass in Mountrath     10.00 am     7.30 pm 

Ballyfin      7.30 pm  
 

St. Patrick’s Day   Mon. 17th March  

Ireland’s National Saint 

Masses   The Hollow Ch.  9.00 am  

Mountrath                      10.00 am   

Ballyfin                           10.00 am  
 

Thursday 17th April   Holy Thursday    7.30 pm  

Ministers of Holy Communion Renewal during Mass 
 

Good Fri.            18th April       

Liturgy of the Passion    3.00 pm 

Stations of the Cross   10.00 am   -  7.30 pm  

Easter Sunday  20th April 
 



 

 

 
Football Forecasting Competition 

 
A Football Forecasting Competition, in aid of our Ballyfin 

NS's Astro Turf Project, begins the weekend of January 

25th/26th. Everyone welcome to participate. Correctly pre-

dict the winning teams in the National Football League for a 

chance of winning one of seven weekly €100 prizes or the 

overall  €500 prize - and the glory of being known as a GAA 

expert!  Cost €40, can be paid by bank transfer (details on 

sign up form).  Sign up forms available from the school 

or  https://forms.gle/BAD6WzZkSD37Bft47 .               

   Your support will be greatly appreciated . 

 

  



 

A very sincere  Thank You  

  to you and your family - 

 for your very generous support of  

and continued commitment  

to Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish  

Funds  

And 

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos 



 

 

Cemetery Masses 

2025 
Ballyfin Cemetery   Sun. 8th June    (2nd Sun. June)  

Mountrath Cemetery   Fri. 27th June  (Last Fri. Jun) 

Clonenagh   Fri. 11th July    (2nd Fri. July) 

Cemetery on Right   -  Mountrath to Portlaoise 

Clondarrig   Wed. 6th Aug.    (1st Wed. August) 

Boghlone   Wed. 3rd Sept.  (1st Wed. Sept)  
 

All Cemetery Masses commence at 7.00 pm  



 

St. Brigid’s Camino Walk – Monasterevin Parish 
 

St. Brigid is reputed to have born in the Townsland of Umeras, 

just outside Monasterevin. To commemorate St. Brigid,                   

Monasterevin Parish have organised a Camino Walk in her 

honour.  Starting at St. Brigid’s Shrine at Mountrice (W34 

X529) at 11am on Mon. 3rd Feb. (walk is approximately 6km/

car parking provided at Mountrice Cross). 

The walk will be led by Bishop Denis and will journey via          

Umeras, then along the Canal Blueway, finishing in Saints Pe-

ter & Paul Church with a Service of Light at 12.30 pm. A bus 

will leave the Parish Church at 10.30 am to Mountrice and                  

return at 2pm.   

St. Brigid’s Crosses and refreshments available on the day. 

For more information, contact the  Parish Office – 045 

525346. 



 

 

Dana’s Cross and Cloak Concert  

– Abbeyleix   
 

Dana’s Cross & Cloak Concert 

 in aid of the All-Ireland Sacred Heart Crusade, 

 takes place on Sunday 2nd February 2025  

in The Manor Hotel, Abbeyleix,     

Ticket €25.00 (Book on Eventbrite.ie).   

Or   Ring  086 080 3047. 

 
 

 



 
Get Well Wishes 

 

We keep and hold in our Thoughts and Prayers,    

    People, their families and carers,                            

who are ill or unwell, at home,  

in Hospital or Nursing Home  

or undergoing any surgical or medical                       

procedures at this time. 

We wish you a speedy recovery  

 

 
 



 
 “Do This In Memory”  Mass   

This Weekend                           
 

Mountrath   Sat. 11th Jan.  

 Ballyfin        Sun. 12th Jan.  
 

 

1st Holy Communion Preparation   
All candidates preparing to receive 1st Holy 

Communion in May of next year are required to 

attend all these Masses with their parents or 

guardian, family. 

 



 

SeniorLine 
Would like someone to talk to at this time ?   

 SeniorLine is Ireland’s national telephone ser-
vice  for older people open every day of the year 

10am-10pm,  
 

Freephone 1800 80 45 91. 
You may feel isolated, alone, bereaved or far 

from family. 
  SeniorLine’s older volunteers are trained to 

listen, 
 to support and refer to other helpful services I 

f necessary. 
So don’t be alone and lift the phone. 
  Phone SeniorLine 1800 80 45 91,  
No problem too big or too small.  



 

 Diary Date   2025 

Ceremony of Confirmation in Ballyfin 

Parish will be  

celebrated in St. Fintan’s Church, 

Ballyfin  

on Fri. 23rd May 2025 

 

Ceremony will commence at  11.00 am 

The Ceremony of Confirmation will be led by Bishop Denis Nulty 

 



 

Gaelscoil Thromaire   

  (057) 8756306 

School Enrolment 

2025/2026 
Príomhoide:   Áine Mhic Aodha Bhuí 

 

Enrolment Forms now available  

 for the above School for Junior Infants                           

and any other classes. 

Gaelscoil Thromaire, Trumera, Mountrath,       

Co. Laois    R32R5RF 



 

   

  1st Holy Communion Days in 2025  

     Mass Dates and Times 
 

Gaelscoil Thromaire    Sunday 4th May 2025 

The Hollow Church  -  9.00 am 
 

Barnashrone National School    Sunday 4th May 2025 

St. Fintan’s Church, Ballyfin     Time   2.00 pm 
 

Scoil Bride, Mountrath.   

 St. Fintan’s Boys School, Mountrath 

Sunday 11th May 2025  St. Fintan’s Church, Mountrath  

 Time 11.30 am  
 

Ballyfin National School   

 Sunday 25th May 2025 

St. Fintan’s Church, Ballyfin      Time  2.00 pm                   



 

   

Dates of “Do This in Memory” Masses,   

Mountrath and Ballyfin, 2024/25 

Preparation Masses  for 1st Holy Communion 2025. 

 

“Do This In Memory” Masses 

  Mountrath                     Ballyfin  

Sat. 11th January                 Sun. 12th Jan   

Sat. 8th Feb.                         Sun. 9th Feb.                                                                  

Sat  8th March                  Sun 9th March                                                             

Sat. 5th April                      Sun. 6th April      
   



 

1st Holy Communion Preparation  - Continued 

All candidates preparing to receive 1st Holy Communion in May of next 

year are required to attend all these Masses with their parents or 

guardian —  family 
----------------------------- 

Ref. Mountrath Parish 

If, for whatever reason, you are unable to bring your child to Sat-

urday evening Mass in Mountrath you are most welcome to bring 

you child to the Sunday morning Mass in Ballyfin Church at 10.00 

am on the following morning. 
 

Ref. Ballyfin Parish 

If, for whatever reason, you are unable to bring your child to Sunday 

morning Mass in Ballyfin you are most welcome to bring you child to the 

Saturday evening Mass in Mountrath Church at 7.00 pm on the previous 

evening. 



 
 

Safeguarding Children Parish Reps. 
 

Ballyfin Parish  
    Triona O’Rourke        Peter Byrne 

 

Mountrath Parish     

Caroline Moore       Pachelli Walsh 

 

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person:   Ms. Ailish Higgins. 

Deputy Diocesan Liaison Person:   Ms Michelle Hughes, 

c/o Bishop’s House, Dublin Rd, Carlow  Ph: 085 802 163 



 
Arranging Anniversary Mass or Month’s Mind Mass 

 

The traditional way of arranging an Anniversary Mass remembrance was by visiting 

the Sacristy before or after Mass and making the necessary arrangement with the 

priest, who wrote the intention into the Anniversaries Diary, there and then.  

However, since Covid this practice has changed.  

 Arrangements for Anniversary Mass remembrances and Month’s Mind Masses are, 

more often than not, now arranged by email, text message, Whatsapp, by phone, 

among many other ways.   Which is great.  

 

 On the down-side, it can be quiet difficult to keep track of all these ways. -          

Sometimes emails can go to folders on the computer other than the main folder and 

are not seen straight away.  The same can apply to text messages and Whatsapp. 

messages. This can cause a problem when I have no knowledge of these emails / 

messages coming in and are sometimes not detected at the time. 
 

Can I ask you  –  

if you send me an email, text message or a message on Whatsapp, or any way, other 

than visiting the Sacristy, requesting an Anniversary Mass remembrance or arrange-

ments for a Month’s Mind  Mass and don’t hear from me or don’t see the relevant 

name / names in the Newsletter,  

please give me a call on 087 241 1594 



 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



                       

                      Ballyfin  Anniversaries   

Mass Times   Anniversaries  
 Fri. 10th   to  Sun. 19thJan.                      

 

Fri. 10th Jan.  5.00 pm     Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.                            
Sat.  11th Jan. 8.00 pm     Vigil Mass of Baptism of the Lord.                    
Sun. 12thJan. 10.00 am     Bridie Nicholson (Nee Higgins) 1st Anniv.          .                                               
.                                       Oxford. (Formerly The Knocks)                                                        
P.J. Higgins. 8th Anniv.  Kathleen Higgins. 9th Anniv (The Knocks)                                                                                                           
Mai O’Rourke (Nee Conroy) Springfield.  2nd Anniv                                                                                               
Mon.13th Jan. 7.00 pm      Apostolate of Sanctification.      

Fri.  17th Jan. 5.00 pm       Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament                                                                       
Sat. 18th Jan. 8.00 pm      Julia Gorman, Irey.  7th Anniv.                                 
Sun.19thJan. 10.00 am      Sheila Fitzpatrick, Cappinaclare.  4th Anniv.                     
.                                        Fintan Lawlor, Cappinaclare                            .        
.                                       Mary (May) McCormack . Late of Clonurk  

Mon. 20th Jan.7.00 pm      Apostolate of Sanctification.       
           .         

   Month’s Mind Mass                                                                   
 .  Sat. 25th Jan. 8.00 pm   Kathleen Guilfoyle, Pallas Big.                                                           

.      .  

                   Lord, for your faithful people,                                                                           
.    .   life has changed, not ended. 



                  Mountrath  Anniversaries  

Mass Times     Anniversaries      
Sat. 11th to  Sun. 129hJan  

Mass times as listed below are for Mountrath Church unless otherwise indicated 
 

Sat.  11th Jan.  7.00 pm   Jackie Doheny, Fr. O’Connor Cresc. 4th Anniv.  

                            John Connor, Cappagh.  4th Anniv 

                             Seamus Osborne, Fr. O’Connor Cresc. 6th Anniv.  

Sun. 12th Jan. 9.00 am     The Hollow Church.  
                          Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.                                                               

.              11.30 am    John McDermott, Trumera . R.I.P.  Funeral Mass 
                   Peter Redmond, Redcastle.  1st Anniv.                     .                                     

.               Jack and Lil Kelly, St. Fintan's Tce.  Lil's 11th Anniv.                                                                     
Daughter in Law, Fiona Kelly, Castletown                                                                                                                              
Grandson, Eoin    Great grandson, Dylan 

Tues. 14th Jan.  10.00 am   John and Elizabeth Lowry, Clogrennan 

                                              And deceased family members  

Wed. 15th Jan.  10.00 am    James McSpadden, Redcastle.      

Thurs. 16thJan. 10.00 am     
Fri. 17th  Jan.    10.00 am     Altar List of the Dead.    

 

Continued on the next page 

 



 

                  Mountrath  Anniversaries   

Mass Times   Anniversaries  
 Sat. 4th  - Sun. 12th Jan. 2025 

                    
Continued  from previous page  

 

Sat.  18th Jan. 7.00 pm   Noel Ryan (Jnr) Factory St.,  4th Anniv.   

                                      Sheila and Joe Moore,  Fr. O’Connor Cresc.  

Sun.  19th Jan.  9.00 am   The Hollow Ch.    2nd Sun. in Ord. Time  

                 11.30 am  Kathleen Holland (nee Murray) Trumera. 1st Anniv. 

          Billy Brophy, Woodbrook.  3rd Anniv.  

 
 

         1st Anniversary Remembrances 
Sat. 25th Jan. 7.00 pm  Lila Lynch (Nee Nolan) Liln Lane. 

                          Bill Sinnott, Shannon Rd.,   

                 Sun. 2nd Feb. 11.30 am    Paddy Parkinson, Woodbrook.  

Sat. 8th Feb.  7.00 pm   Tom Lalor, Portlaoise Rd.,  

      Peg Lalor (Nee Fitzpatrick) Portlaoise Rd., (2nd Anniv)  
 
                       

Lord, for your faithful people, Life is changed, Not ended 
  



 
 

       Ballyfin Parish    Statement of Account 2023 

 
                           Income  Expenses 

Basket Collection          €16,305                         Pastoral Programmes         €1,720                              

Envelope Collection     €25,986                         Insurance              €5,775                 

Shrine Income                €876                        Security                €273                            

Rental Income      €5,800                         Light/Heat                   €17,570                               

Fundraising           €3,141                         Cleaning             €264                                

Donations    €1,050                         Rates/Water/Waste             €422 

Tax Refunds/Rebate   €22,807                         Maintenance/Repairs        €21,532       

Church Bookings      €460                         Diocesan Levy          €6,576 

Lotto Income               €13,898                         Diocesan Retirement Fund  €1,000  

Other Income         € 2,421                        Printing/Missallettes           €1,870 

                                        Altar/Shrine          €3,657 

   Total:                       € 92,744                        Telephone/Broadband         €1,379 

                                         Computer/servicing         €2,750 

                                         Accountancy Fees         €1,000 

                                         Youth/Community                €640 

                                         Bank Charges            €863 

                                         Donations             €200 

                                         Loan Interest            €485 

 

                                                                  Total:                            €67,976                        



 

 

Tax Back Scheme 

(Ballyfin Parish) 
Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you 

support the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. 

We are deeply grateful.   

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €250 via the Parish envelopes have 

the potential to increase  your contribution to Parish funds by 31% 

through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.                                           

Thank you to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much ap-

preciated.                                                 

    In 2023, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances by   

€22,000 

 If you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more infor-

mation, please contact me at your convenience.  (Fr. Joe) 



 
Ballyfin Parish    Third Party Collections 2024   

 

   Retired Priests       €   1,525.00            

   Peter’s  Pence           €  852.00  

   World Mission           €   1,123.00           

    Trocaire                   €  2,462.96  

Collection for Gaza (Good Friday)  € 500.00           

  Total      € 6462.96    

 

I wish to thank you for your support of the work of Trocaire, 

the Missions, Peter’s Pence Collection and the Retired Priests 

Fund throughout the year .     

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Will have Mountrath Parish Statement of  

Account for 2023 next week, please God.  

The document needs a bit more formatting to 

allow it to fit correctly 



 

Ballyfin Parish Lotto,  

First Draw of ’25  

Wed.  8th Jan. 
Nos. Drawn  3   14   19   21 

 No Jackpot winner 

24 Match 3 ‘s   Rec € 42 each 
Next Week’s Jackpot €20,000 

 ------------------ 

Thank you for your continued            

 support throughout the Year 

 

New Jackpot  €20,000 



 

 

 

Mountrath Parish Lotto    Thurs. 9th Jan. 

Numbers Drawn   16   17   25   31   

   No Jackpot Winner  -   

4 Match 3 winners  Rec. € 250.00 ea 

1 Local Winner 

Louise Peters     Promoter  M Farrell 

Next Week’s Jackpot  -  € 15,000  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

A note of thanks  

  to everyone involved in 

 Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos throughout 2024 

- Organising Committees, Promoters,  

Shops and others who facilitate the sale of Lotto Tickets 

 and most importantly,  

you,  

who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.  

 I extend a very sincere  “thank you”  for your continued sup-

port and generousity. 

(From the Editor’s Desk) 



Mountrath Ballyfin Lottos 
 

Next Week’s  

 

Mountrath     € 15,000 

Ballyfin         € 20,000 



 

 

  



Date for the Diary  

Gala Dinner in Midlands Park Hotel.  

  -  Sat. 6th September 2025 



 

Jubilee Year 2025.    

 We are “Pilgrims of Hope” 
 

With the opening of the Holy Door of Saint Peter’s Basilica on Christmas Eve, the Holy Year 
was begun. Across the world, the Jubliee Year began on the feast of the  Holy Family.       

(Sun. 29th Dec. 2024) To echo the theme of hope, Pope Francis is calling on us all to renew 
the hope of Christ, using Saint Paul the Apostle as a guide for this  special year. 

 

The Jubilee Prayer 
Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son, Jesus Christ,  

our brother, and the flame of charity  enkindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,  

reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom. 

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. 

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure  

expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when, with the powers of                   

  evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally. 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us,  

Pilgrims of Hope,  

a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer                                         

throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever.  Amen. 
 

  We are pilgrims on a journey,  fellow travellers on the road 
We are here to help each other,  walk the mile and bear the load  

(From the Servant Song by Richard Gillard) 



 
Events  

at  
Bloom HQ 
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   Other  

News 



 

 

Special Kildare/Carlow Pilgrimage (Limited availability) 

to Fatima EX Dublin Easter 2025 

 

Flying with TAP Airlines 

Also 13th June 2025 for Feast of Saint Anthony, 

13th  October 2025 for Miracle of Sun 

Contact James Treacy 061921470  

jamestreacyphotography@gmail.com 

 

 

                           Payment can be made by instalments  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

Medjugorje Pilgrimages  

April  - Oct 2024 

Medjugorje Pilgrimages April – Oct 2024. 

7 Nights Apartment B&B from €273 per person 

sharing. Airport transfer available on request. 

Contact us for details and book the dates that 

suit you. 

Tel. 01 4434510 or website www.med-

irishcentre.com 

 
Email: reservations@med-irishcentre.com 


